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Controver51al PC(JG 0ff1c1al out of Plulcomsat

BY FRANCIS EARL A. CUETO
Reporter

AFTER hugging headlines last

year over a spat with prominent
lawmakers and getting involved

~in a controversy over a vehicle
prov ided for him, Presidential
Cormrrussion on Good Govern-
ment Commissioner Ricardo
Abcede was refrained from han-
dling affairs of Phill rpmc Com-
munications Satellite Corp.
(Philcomsat), a sequestered com-
munications firm on suspicion
that it is part of the Marcoses so-
called itl-gotten wealth.

PCGG Chairman Camilo Sabio
made the disclosure of Abcede's
pull out after reporters inquired
aboul the resignation of the com-
missioners handling government-

owned and -confrolled ¢orpora--

tions (GOCCs) and confirmation
that he took the Philcomsat chalr-
manship from Alxede,

babm, however, explmnod that

Abcedenever served as chairmarn
neither was he appainted even as

_adirector of Philcomsat although
he was directly involved in its af-

fadre as PCCGG commissioner for
assets and management,

The declsion 1o replace Abcecle
came after the latter failed to an-
swer the senatory” questions pet-
taining to the affairs of Philcomsat
on several occasions during the
Senate committee hearings on
government corporations and
public enterprises. :

“I'm assuming full responsibil-
ity,” Sabio sald, stressing that it is
his duty as PCGG chairman, the
government agency taskex to re-
cover the so-called ill-gotten
wealth of the Marcoses,

Abcede earned the ire of the
serators dueto a h:gfd question-
able decisions in the affairs of
Philcomsat mdudmi, the pur-
chase of aluxury car, a brand-new
black Toyota Camry, as his per-
sonal service vehicle with the

documents bearing his taie,
On the last plenary day of the
Thirteenth Congress, the Senate
proposed the overhaul of the
PCCG after finding PCGG nomil-
news to a couple of sequestered
compam:-u gullty of “overwheluw
ing mismanagument”
“ThePCGG. . failed nu.serabiy

- in ity mandate to preserve and

protect the interest of thu maticond
El)\*t’nuncnt” in Upee compan:ies
in which the govermunent has in-
terests, read Convunillee Report
312, which the Serute adopted.

Sen, Richard Curdon, who
heads the Senate Couuniliees an
Governenl Colporallonb and
Public Enterprises and on Public
Services that submitted the report,
said President Arroyo should also
louk into the eventual abolition of
the PCGC.

5cn. Aquilino Pimente! on
Wednesday revived the call for

. POGG s abolition, claiming that the

agency haws uuﬂn wd ils 1nandate,



